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solving through analysis of data is enhanced by extensive use of real data 
sets throughout. The data have been drawn from a wide range of subject 
areas to highlight the diversity of statistics. 

This is the core text for students of the Open University’s practical 
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• Includes real data, real problems, real solutions 

• Covers practical statistics, without the complex mathematics 

• Written from a student-centred perspective with self-assessment 
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• Computer exercises not tied to one particular statistical software package 


The range of examples across all disciplines is, quite simply, stunning ...’ 
thoroughly professional, meticulously researched ...’ 

Dr John Haigh, University of Sussex 
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examples are many, varied and lively.’ 

Dr Mark Woodward, University of Reading 

The examples used are interesting and varied. It joins the current market of 
introductory statistics books as a worthy competitor.’ 

Dr Trevor Cox, University of Newcastle 
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THE HISTORY OF MATHEMATICS 

Today s mathematics is a result of the mathematical activity of many centuries. It has, indeed, a 
longer history than any other science. Yet obtaining access to the many sources for discovering 
the mathematical past is not easy. Those that survive are scattered far and wide, and written in 
all manner of languages. This selection aims to bring together a sample of the wealth of 
evidence of past mathematical practice, and show the role mathematics has played in culture 
and belief. 

The readings in this book have been selected from a wide variety of sources to show the 
nature and development of mathematics from earliest times to the twentieth century. The book 
sets mathematical activities in context and includes not only formal mathematical texts and 
discussions by historians of mathematics, but also letters between mathematicians, diary 
entries, and biographical judgements. There are also a number of poems and extracts from 
plays and novels which give evidence of beliefs about mathematics and mathematicians at 
different times. 

A large number of the extracts have never been anthologized before, and many are here 
translated into English for the first time. 


Both editors are Lecturers in Mathematics at the Open University. 

John Fauvel is co-editor of Darwin to Einstein: Historical Studies on Science and Belief and 
of Conceptions of Inquiry. 

Jeremy Gray is author of Ideas of Space and Linear Differential Equations and Group 
Theory from Riemann to Poincare , and is co-author of The Geometrical Work of Girard 
Desargues. 
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